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Since last week the Sindhi
Hindus are burning under the
blames and flames of the
notorious Blasphemy Law of
Pakistan which has been the
tool of the state sponsored
fanatical elements to hunt
down the minorities in Paki-

stan. Situation is densely
tense in Larkana city of
Sindh where a Hindu tem-
ple and a Hindu Dharmasha-
la (shrine and inn for pil-
grims) have been burnt
down by the radical Islamic
fanatics. Earlier this week
the local fanatics’ mob led
by the local Mullahs at-
tacked a Hindu temple and
a shrine and burnt it under
the excuse of blasphemy.
The initial rumors suggest-
ed that a Hindu girl discard-
ed a copy of Quran and al-
legedly that provoked the
mob to attack the temple and
shrine. However later a dif-
ferent version suggested that
a man discarded a copy of
Quran which provoked the
mob. It is quite confusing
which of the two stories is
real or are they equally
false! A few months back a
similar story came out and
that time a Sindhi Hindu boy
was blamed by a local fa-
natic to have discarded a
copy of the Sikh scripture
Guru Granth Sahib. None
could understand why would
any Hindu burn Sikh scrip-
ture when everyone knows
the relations between Hin-
du-Sikhs historically and till
now in Pakistan? It later
came out that there was a
love-triangle between that
Hindu boy and a Sikh girl and
the said fanatic who put the
blame. The plot was clear
when it was revealed that
the fanatic lost the love-
game. In the present case
the second hypothetical ac-
cused as a mentally unsta-
ble and drug addict and thus
an easy target to be blamed.
The local Panchayet leader
Mrs. Kalpana Devi said that

Sindhi Hindus burning under
blames and flames of blasphemy

By Aamna Shahwani Hindus respect all religions
and if that man is really guilty,
then he deserves punish-
ment but he must not be vic-
timized because of his ease
to be victimized.

However persecution
went along and the event
wire-ups suggest a prior

planning to use the rumors
to hunt down key political
figures. After Larkana inci-
dent was over, Hindu shops
were plundered, houses van-
dalized, temples burnt and
people battered, the flames
reached directly to Badin
area. There three Hindus
were accused of blasphemy
because they allegedly put
colors on roads in Holi festi-
val and wrote sacred names.
Every year the Hindus are
threatened during Holi fes-
tival and last year in Kara-
chi University there was a
clash between Sindhi nation-
alists and Islamists on the
issue of celebrating Holi.
This time thousands of fa-
natic mobs surrounded the
Hindu colonies in Badin
armed with sharp and lethal
weapons. Acid attacks and
petrol bomb attacks were
reported on the Hindu colo-
nies. It was the Sindhi na-
tionalists which pledged to
protect the Hindus because
of which the Hindus sur-
vived the mob attack, the
police were called in and
controlled the situation.

The various nationalist
organizations like Jeay Sindh
Qaumy Mahaz (JSQM),
Jeay Sindh Muttahida Ma-
haz (JSMM) etc along with
other nationalist Sindhi orga-
nizations pledged up to stand
with the Hindus. The JSQM
chairman Sunan Khan
Quraishi met with Kalpana
Devi and took notice of the
incident and assured her of
safety measures to be tak-
en to safeguard the Hindus
right there. It is noteworthy
that the Sindhi organizations
are not religiously fanatic but
they are nationalists cen-

tered on the Sindhi identity
and their icon is Maharaja
Daher Sain. In an email
communication a potential
JSQM operative Zeeshan
told me that the JSQM op-
eratives were given strict
commands to safeguard the
houses, shops and other

commercial installments of
the Hindu community. The
JSMM has also taken simi-
lar steps and its general sec-
retary Sajjad Shar went to a
Radhe-Krishna temple as a
symbol of solidarity and wor-
shipped the deity and of-
fered “Aarti”. As a matter
of fact according to Hindu
scriptures Sindh was the roy-
al court of Lord Krishna also
known as Mohan and histor-
ically Sindh was known as
Mohan-jo-Daro (Mohan ka
Darbar or Court of Mohan/
Krishna in Sindhi language).

The three people against
whom the allegations were
brought is surprising, shows
that they are targeted. One
of them is Versi Kolhi, a so-
cial activist and in fact a po-
litical leader who contested
last MPA elections. Other
two belong to Meghwar
tribe, a noticeable Sindhi
tribe which along with Kol-
hi-Bheel tribes is the most
persecuted Hindu tribe in
Pakistan. The two Meghwar
men named Naresh and
Ashok Meghwar were also
attached to social activism.
Under the political and fa-
natical pressure the police
arrested the two persons
under the Blasphemy Law
295-A PPC.

On the other hand the
crackdown against the Sin-
dhi nationalists also went on
in full swing and a dedicat-
ed political activist of JSQM,
Nawaz Lashari was brutal-
ly killed by the forces of SSP
Ameen Pathan. The local
leaders and human rights
activists are outraged at this
fake encounter under the
SSP Ameen Pathan and
questioned what was their

pretext to encounter a harm-
less and unarmed political
activist? Pakistan is setting
a high rank in negotiating
with armed-to-teeth fero-
cious terrorists and encoun-
tering unarmed political ac-
tivists.

The blasphemy law is a

highly controversial law and
many HR activists have de-
manded a complete omission
of this law since it is used to
abuse the minorities. Be-
cause of this blasphemy law
several minority political
leaders are murdered for
having critical opinion on this
law. In fact a cabinet minis-
ter was also murdered by his
own bodyguard because he
sided with a Christian girl
who was victim of this no-
torious blasphemy law. The
blasphemy law is also com-
pletely biased. A blasphemy
law is supposed to be imple-
mented to safeguard the hon-
or of every religion but it is
used to bash all other reli-
gions except Islam. In this
episode it could be seen that
the three Hindu youth have
been arrested because of
putting colors of Holi on
road, Holi is banned in radi-
cal Islam. Under the allega-
tions of so called blasphemy
the fanatical elements burnt
down a whole temple, a
place of worship but the
blasphemy law doesn’t ap-
ply against those rioters who
burnt the temple, because it
wasn’t an Islamic religious
place. However Hindus of
Pakistan remain the aban-
doned orphans and they
share no voice for their jus-
tice at international forums.
Mostly the international ex-
perts look for India to high-
light their plight but surpris-
ingly the majority of the In-
dian politicians are mum on
this issue. Even the home
minister of India, Mr. Shinde
surprised the people by sid-
ing Pakistan and asking
proofs that Hindus are per-
secuted in Pakistan. They
reason being that if the peo-
ple like Shinde accept the
truths a big chunk of Indian
voters who play a decisive
role in manipulating the elec-
toral future of India, will
deny them votes and thus to
appease that section of vote
these Indian ministers back-
stab the justice. One can
only hope that the Pakistani
Hindus will stand up for their
rights to the world and they
don’t have to need to beg to
any country to voice on their
behalf, be it India or Ameri-
ca which for their own rea-
sons suppress their voices.

The authoress is a
Baloch political analyst

and human rights activist
and by profession she is

a Cryptographer.

Young hood is the season of
energy and capability. It is
the best period of life, the
period when we are strong
and energetic, patient, fresh
minded and perseverant.
This period is very conclu-
sive when we are deter-
mined. Of course, if we do
not take benefits of the
young age, if we waste it, we
certainly cannot find it again
and the result will be only
pity and regret.

The young generation
composes the main part of
a society. Indeed they are
the constructive forces who
lead the society toward de-
velopment and progress. The
youth play a key role both in
material and intellectual
building of a society. They
are indeed the iron pillars in
a human community. The
progress of a country does
not only mean having the tall
buildings, wide streets and
bountiful nature, but also
having the aimful and talent-
ed youth, who actually form
the intellectual properties of
a society. The obligation that
the young generation has in
a society is remarkable,
there are young who consol-
idate the human forces and
fortify economy. One of the

Youth: Factor of change, backbone
of the future and agents of hope

By Mohammad Shaker Azizi scholars says, “The best ser-
vice that someone may do
for his or her society, is train-
ing of the young generation
because, when the young are
wise and alert no one can
deceive them.” The basic
way to make the young
ready for the big responsi-
bilities is their sound educa-
tion. Thus it is responsibility
of the respective govern-
ments to pave the way for
higher and vocational educa-
tion and persuade the youth
to shoulder major responsi-
bilities. The families should
be trained to train talented
children and the government
has to guarantee the best job
opportunities and good facil-
ities to secure future of the
young generation, as well as
the individuals based on their
social and ethical responsi-
bilities should not leave any
stone unturned to provide
genuine and healthy support
to their young and society.

As the country is gear-
ing up for transfer of power
from one democratic gov-
ernment to another, in the
meantime the country is get-
ting ready itself for the pro-
vincial councils’ elections as
well. This is one of the won-
derful things that seem good
that in the election race for
the provincial council, more
than 45 percent of the can-
didates comprise of young
blood. It’s a landmark
change and development,
signifying youth’s interest in
political process. Although
the exact number of the can-
didates is not clear but their
participation shows their
keen interest in the rehabili-
tation of the country. They
should be encouraged even

in the remote areas and vil-
lages and I am sure and con-
fident that they will play an
important and vital role in the
reconstruction and reconcil-
iation process. Therefore,
the young generation should
be educated on modern
lines, as we know education
has emerged as a key con-
cern among young people.
There is no denying to the
fact that illiterate or semi-
educated people easily fall
for deceits to join insurgen-
cy. As the country needs
excellent leaders, we hope
that Afghan youth will find
guidance in the essential
skills that could successful-
ly take this war-wracked
country to a safer shore.
Currently, Afghanistan
stands on the cusp of change,
to take the country into a
lasting development, it needs
young leadership to help nur-
ture a community of next
generation leaders who will
educate each other and ex-
pand Afghan dialogue on
leadership issues.

As the country presently
is passing through big and
huge challenges, one thing is
quite clear that Kabul will
never succeed without a
pipeline of educated and civ-
ic-minded next generation
leaders to help build the
country’s future. So, let’s
invest in them to make Af-
ghanistan a developed coun-
try where there is peace and
prosperity, and where there
is no discrimination on eth-
nic and tribal basis.

The writer is procure-
ment manager at Danish
Committee for Aid to Af-
ghan Refugees (DA-
CAAR).

Around 97 infants out of 1,000 die every year before their fifth birthday, and at least 327 women out of
100,000 die during childbirth. This is what the Ministry of Public Health and other concerned organiza-
tions should worry about and take concrete measures for overcoming this problem.

A plan called the National Acceleration Plan (NAP) has been on verge of implementation by the Public
Health Ministry which is said to overcome mother and child mortality rate in Afghanistan.

It would be worth-praising if the plan takes shape, but there are a number of suggestions for related
ministries to follow for overcoming the problem in all over the country.

First is raising number of health stuff in rural areas.
Second is providing widened job bank for remote areas’ residents.
Third is building health centers in every district of the country.
And finally, public awareness campaigns should be launched for all Af-

ghans particularly those living in remote areas and villages. The campaigns
should make them know that observe gap between each birth.

Ahmad Sameer, Makrorayan, Kabul

Child, maternal mortality

Crimea: Whose land is this?
By Sergei Khrushchev

On March 16, the Crimean refer-
endum took place without any
fighting or clashes, which Kiev and
Washington were hoping to use to
discredit the process.

As a result, the referendum
was conducted without major
problems; 83 percent of the pop-
ulation cast their vote and 96.7
percent of them - Russians, Ukrai-
nians and even some Tatars - vot-
ed for secession from Ukraine and
annexation to Russia. The vote was
observed by 135 representatives
of 23 countries and 240 observers
represented the Crimean civic so-
ciety and political parties.

They unanimously confirmed
that there were no significant vio-
lations and that everyone could
vote freely, without any pressure.

All night, people on the squares
of the Crimean capital Simferopol
and others were celebrating, laugh-
ing, hugging, dancing, and firing fire-
works. In Kiev, all were sulking.

In Washington DC, the best
minds of the Obama administra-
tion were feverishly thinking how
else to make it more difficult for
the recalcitrant citizens of Crimea.
They will definitely think of some-
thing since they have a lot of expe-
rience in doing so. After all, Iraqis,
Iranians, Syrians, Libyans and the
Lebanese have long stopped cele-
brating. Illusionary connections

Crimean's main goal was to
break up the illusionary connec-
tions with Ukraine. Crimea's di-
vorce from Ukraine was bumpy:
In the last 20 years, there were
constant tensions and it ended with
a scandal, which gradually involved
a number of countries. Some took
Ukraine's side, others did not. Who
is right, and who is not, it is diffi-
cult to say. However, as a result of
this scandal, Crimea and Ukraine
have become household conversa-
tion and yet few people know
what the matter was really about.

That is why, I will begin with
history. Crimea is a peninsula on
the north coast of the Black Sea,
connected to the European conti-
nent through a narrow strip of land.
Some 2,500 years ago, the ancient
Greeks founded a colony there,
including in the western part of the
peninsula, where they built the
port Chersonesus, which is the
present location of Sevastopol.

Remember this name, we will
get back to it later. Then the Ro-
mans took over from the Greeks
and after them the peninsula was
uninhabited for some time.

In the meantime, in 854 the
Vikings set up an outpost on the
river banks of Dnepr, which cross-
es the European continent from

North to South. They thought it
would be easier to use the river to
get to the riches of Byzantium than
to go around Europe in the stormy
seas. They gradually subordinat-
ed the local tribes and this is how
the ancient kingdom of Kievan Rus
was born. It gradually expanded
its rule and reached Crimea. How-
ever, everything collapsed over-
night in 1240, when the Mongols
captured Kiev and turned it into
ruins for many decades.

These lands on the banks of
the Dnepr river were orphaned,
while the Genovese settled in
Crimea. After a century, the new-
ly rebuilt Kiev came under the rule
of the rising power of the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth. This
continued until the 15th century.
During this time, in the North-East,
the state of Moscow emerged
which incorporated the leftovers
of the Mongol Empire.

Al Jazeera World - Coming
Back

In Crimea, Tatars invaded in
1428 displacing the Genovese and
settled there permanently. But who
are the Tatars? This is one of the
inheritances of the Mongol expan-
sion. Genghis Khan preferred not
to risk his own Mongol soldiers
and therefore, on the front lines,
he would put men from the con-
quered peoples.

One of the first people he con-
quered were the Tatars. Since then,
he dragged them into battle around
the world. After the break-up of
the empire, some Tatars returned
to their homeland, while others
stayed where they found them-
selves: On the Volga river - The
Astrakhans and Kazan Tatars; and
in Crimea - the Crimean Tatars.

The Crimean Tatars were
closely cooperating with the Ot-
toman Empire and fought Russia
and Poland, which at that time were
controlling the territory of today's
Ukraine.

In the meantime, fugitive Rus-
sian and Polish serfs settled on the
island of Hortitsa in the river
Dnepr, and started calling them-
selves Cossacks. They provided
for themselves through plundering,
attacking at times the Tatars, at
times the Poles. Gradually their
power increased and the Cossacks
became a serious organised force,
always in conflict with Poland.

Two Ukraines?
In the second quarter of the

17th century, the Cossacks, under
the leadership of Bogdan Khmel-
nytsky, once again attacked Po-
land. Towards the end of the cam-
paign, they suffered a defeat. Kh-
melnytsky found a way out of the
dead-end: In 1654, he signed a trea-
ty with the Russian tsar putting
East Ukraine under the protection

of Moscow.
The Western part of Ukraine

was left to the Poles which then
came under Austria-Hungary and
then again to the Poles. As a re-
sult, the Ukrainian people were
split between two branches: East-
ern and Western.

Independently from Russia,
but not from the Ottoman Empire,
the Crimean khanate existed until
1783, when it was conquered by
the army of Russian Empress Ca-
tharine II, who set up a port at the
old location of Chersonesus to host
the Russian Black Sea fleet.

The new port was called Sev-
astopol. Since that time, Ukraine
and Crimea were part of the uni-
fied Russian Empire. Crimea, with
its warm climate and pebble beach-
es, was a favourite holiday-desti-
nation for all Russians, whether
Tsars, aristocrats, and even sim-
ple people, if they had the means.

It continued this way until
World War I or rather 1917 specif-
ically, when the revolution was
destroying the old regime and tak-
ing down its laws. And when ev-
erything was possible. The periph-
ery took advantage of that, includ-
ing Ukraine, which declared inde-
pendence.

On the map of Europe, there
were in fact two Ukraines: An East-
ern one with capital Kiev and a
western one - on the territory re-
claimed from Austria-Hungary
during the war. But already in
March 1918 all changed. The Bol-
sheviks signed a peace treaty with
Germany, through which Ukraine
was conceded.

It is impossible to occupy a
territory, which doesn't have bor-
ders. The German generals drew
in their own understanding the
borders of Ukraine, including
Crimea. They ushered in their
army, killed Ukrainian indepen-
dence in its cradle and were pre-
paring to settle for a long time.

However, in November 1918
Germany suffered a defeat from
the Entente and its army was
forced to leave Ukraine. Ukraine
then became a Soviet Republic and
it took part in the founding of the
Soviet Union, but without Crimea,
which joined the Russian Federa-
tion.

After World War II, Ukraine
acquired the Western lands and it
acquired its present borders. On
the river Dnepr, the construction
of hydroelectric plants began, one
after the other. In 1950, the works
reached the lower part of the river.
It was decided that the last cas-
cade of the Kakhovka Hydropower
Plant will be used not so much for
electricity, but for irrigation of the
dry lands of Southern Ukraine and
Crimea.
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