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KARACHI: Just a couple of days
before the Sindhi nationalists and
mass were going to organize their
“Freedom March” in Sindh on 23rd

of March, the top boss of Jeay
Sindh Qaumy Mahaz (JSQM) has
been burnt alive allegedly by the
state sponsored criminal elements.
On the morning of 21st of March
the JSQM leader and brother of
Bashir Khan Quraishi, Mr. Ma-
sood Khan Quraishi was attacked
by criminal elements and was burnt
alive along with his aide Salman
Wadho.

The veteran JSQM leader
Masood Quraishi was moving to
on his white colored car numbered
AVA-795 with his aide Salman
Wadho to check out the prepared-
ness for the Sindhi freedom march
to be conducted on 23rd March
2014. Meanwhile near the Bharya
Road of Naushero Feroz area un-
known criminal elements am-
bushed them and burnt down their
car and the two passengers were
burnt alive and reduced to ashes
around 8AM morning. The police
have taken the body away with
them. This is the repetition of the
same case in which the Sindhi na-
tionalist leaders like Rooplo Chu-
lyani, Siarai Qurban Khuhawar and
Noorullah Tunio of another Sin-
dhi organization named Jeay Sindh
Muttahida Mahaz (JSMM) were
burnt alive in 2011. The murder of
Masood Khan is a big trauma for
the Sindhi nationalists.

Masood Khan Quraishi was
the brother of former JSQM chair-
man Bashir Khan Quraishi who
was slow poisoned to death. Mr.
Bashir Quraishi also faced several
attacks on him and in such an at-

JSQM top leader Masood Quraishi burnt
alive in Sindh before Freedom March

AT News Report

tack in 2012 two assassins were
hunted down by Bashir’s body-
guards and one of the attackers was
found to be an official ISI opera-
tive named Syed Mustafa Zahid
Baloch and military pass to Malir
Cantonment, interior ministry is-
sued gun license, ISI issued card
was found from him. The central
leaders of the Sindhi nationalist
organizations are always potential
targets for the ISI.

Mr. Bashir Quraishi was fa-
mous for his Million March in
which he had been able to gather a
huge crowd of pro-freedom mass
in Karachi on 23rd March 2012.
There are different media assess-
ments of the crowd stating it from
one million to four million. 23rd

March was the date when the Pa-
kistan Resolution based on two
nation theory was passed first by

the Sindh assembly before parti-
tion of United India and the mod-
ern day Sindhi nationalists mourn
it a black day bringing them the
slavery of Pakistan. The Sindhi
nationalists want an independent
Sindhudesh where their economic,
social and political rights will be
safeguarded. They discard the Pa-
kistani icon, Arab invader Moham-
med-bin-Qasim as their hero and
rather iconize the son of the soil,
Maharaja Daher Sain, the last pure
Sindhi king as their hero.

Since after the Baloch freedom
movement the Sindhudeshi free-
dom movement is gaining media
attention and political momentum,
the Pakistani state agencies are
busy in ruthless suppression, tar-
get assassination and kidnapping
of the Sindhi nationalists. Fake
encounters and forced kidnappings

are a daily routine. A couple of
weeks ago a top JSMM leader Sai-
ma Bhutto faced failed abduction
bid, earlier this week a political
activist of JSQM, Mr. Nawaz
Lashari was brutally encountered
by the SSP Ameen Pathan. And on
21st, the Sindhis lost another top
leader. This assassination has been
done to divert the Sindhi national-
ists’ attention from their proposed
program.

The nephew of Masood or son
of Bashir, Mr. Sunan Khan
Quraishi has announced that the
soul of Mr. Masood will be prayed
peace on 23rd March in Karachi in
the midst of crowd freedom-de-
manding crowd chanting, “Sindh
Ghury Thi Azadi” (Sindh wants
freedom), “Na Khapi Na Khapi,
Pakistan Na Khapi” (we don’t
need Pakistan). An active JSQM

operative and youth leader Zees-
han Sindhi told that the JSQM
units are encouraged to keep the
flame of freedom burning and not
to get demoralized by the nefari-
ous designs of the state sponsored
mercenaries. They JSQM leader-
ship has asked the operatives not
to get trapped in the political traps
of state agencies and their extra-
judicial units.

All the other Sindhi national-
ist organizations have shown soli-
darity towards the JSQM at this
crisis time and offered full cooper-
ation. A peaceful prayer has been
called and the JSQM units have
reportedly called shutter strikes
and roadblocks in some places in
Sindh. This incident will fuel the
flame of the burning nationalism
of Sindhudesh more, as a top
JSQM leader said.

Kuala Lumpur:  India has told
Malaysia it has found no evidence
that a missing Malaysia Airlines
jet with 239 people on board flew
through its airspace, investigators
said on Saturday.

The first notification that In-
dia and a number of other nations
on a northern search corridor have
come up empty-handed leaves the
two-week-old investigation depen-
dent on increasingly fragile hopes
that an object spotted in the south-
ern Indian Ocean comes from
Flight MH370.

China and Pakistan are also
among countries that have found
no trace of the jet in their airspace,
Malaysian Defence Minister
Hishammuddin Hussein said.

Hishammuddin, who is run-
ning the investigation as acting
transport minister, said earlier that
after two days without confirma-
tion of debris in the south, his "big-
gest concern" was that the search
for the missing plane would have
to revert to focusing once again on
both vast search corridors running
north and south.

The response from India is
crucial because any radar data from
here could help identify whether
the jet turned north or south after
disappearing on March 8, but the
issue is also sensitive because of
the presence of military radar.

Sources familiar with the situ-
ation in both countries said India
had formally told Malaysia that it
had checked for any sign of the jet
having touched its airspace and
found nothing of significance, in

response to Kuala Lumpur's dip-
lomatic request.

The plane's last confirmed
position, picked up by Malaysian
military radar, was at 2:15 a.m.
Malaysia time (1815 GMT March
7) about 200 nautical miles north-
west of Malaysia's Penang island,
roughly an hour after it diverted
from its scheduled route from Kua-
la Lumpur to Beijing.

Officials close to the investi-
gation said available information
showed the plane may have passed
close to Port Blair, the capital of
India's Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands, 550 miles (885 km) further
northwest along an established
commercial flying route.

"It went very near Port Blair,
that much we understand from in-
formation available," said a senior
military official with knowledge of
the investigation. "It had gone into
Indian airspace and then it was not
clear where the plane went after
Port Blair."

An Indian Defence Ministry
spokesman declined to comment
on whether the aircraft had flown
over Port Blair.

India has said it is possible that
the military radars were switched
off as it operates on an "as re-
quired" basis in that area.

A reluctance to share sensitive
military radar data in a region where
countries are wary of each other
has hampered investigators' at-
tempts to solve the baffling disap-
pearance, officials have said.

India tells Malaysia
found no sign of

missing jet

Media are mulling whether India
has made the right move by decid-
ing not to back Western sanctions
imposed on Russia after it annexed
the Ukrainian territory of Crimea.

Several newspapers quote gov-

ernment sources as saying that "In-
dia has never supported unilateral
sanctions against any country…
Therefore, we will also not sup-
port any unilateral measures by a
country or a group of countries."

The sources added that this
was in line with India's policy of
implementing sanctions approved
only by the United Nations.

"The remarks came a day after
Russian President Vladimir Putin
explained the situation to Prime

Minister Manmohan Singh" in a
telephone call, recalls The Indian
Express.

The Pioneer is not surprised
that President Putin has thanked
India for "showing restraint". The

daily points out that earlier this
month, National Security Advisor
Shiv Shankar Menon also men-
tioned "legitimate Russian inter-
ests" in Crimea in a statement that
"showed Indian support for Rus-
sia, a long-standing friend".

"Having clearly supported
Russia, its old ally, as it annexed
Crimea from Ukraine." India got
"a pat on the back" from Mr Pu-
tin, comments The Asian Age. It
warns, however, that Delhi is

"walking a diplomatic tightrope".
The Times of India argues that

India's decisions should not be
dominated by the "Putin called up
Manmohan Singh but Obama
didn't" school of thought. It points
out that "Delhi has no essential
interest in either Ukraine or
Crimea" and should, therefore, not
take sides. "Genuine non-alignment
- rather than non-alignment of the
Soviet-leaning variety of the past
- is the best option on this one,"
advises the daily.

The Indian Express worries
that "Moscow's annexation of
Crimea" could also influence
events in Asia. "Japan, the Philip-
pines and Vietnam, locked in esca-
lating maritime territorial disputes
with a rising China, are deeply con-
cerned at the inability of the US
and the international system to
stop a big power from snatching
territories under the control of an-
other," writes the paper.

Wooing voters
The Election Commission has

issued guidelines for political ad-
vertisements on social media to
make sure that candidates do not
post anything that violates the
model code of conduct before the
parliamentary elections next

month, The Hindu reports.
Networking sites have been

asked to "maintain expenditure in-
curred by political parties and in-
dividual candidates" and ensure
that the content they display is
not "unlawful or malicious".

The Indian Express adds that
all major political parties in India
have been using social networking
sites in a bid to "woo young vot-
ers".

Meanwhile, political parties
are following the example of e-
commerce websites and hiring data
analytics firms to influence vot-
ers, The Hindustan Times reports.

"Data analysis would give
leads to political parties in under-
standing which are the most ac-
cessed websites where they can
post ads… which political subject
or issue users are more interested
in," the paper quotes Siddharth
Puri, chief executive officer of dig-
ital advertising firm Tyroo Media,
as saying. "Dancing on air"

And finally, a song-and-dance
celebration of Holi, the traditional
festival of colours that marks the
beginning of spring, on board the
private carrier SpiceJet, has land-
ed its crew "in trouble", NDTV
website reports.

Indian media say Delhi walks
‘diplomatic tightrope’ over Crimea

KARACHI: Talks between the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and
the Muttahida Qaumi Movement
(MQM) over a power-sharing for-
mula in Sindh appear to have
reached a decisive phase.

The chiefs of the two parties
had already stopped issuing state-
ments against one another after
their leaders — Asif Ali Zardari
and Altaf Hussain — came to an
agreement in this regard.

Today, however, sources told
DawnNews that not only is the

MQM in talks to join the govern-
ment in Sindh but that a decision
to assign the ministries of health,
commerce and industries, religious
affairs, local government and in-
formation technology to the party
is on the cards.

Sources added that an MQM
delegation is expected to meet
Governor Sindh Dr Ishratul Ebad
in a day or two, while a list of par-
ty members likely to be made min-
isters has been sent to party chief
Altaf Hussain.

However, it may take up to a
week for the two sides to finalise
an announcement.

The PPP currently enjoys sim-
ple majority in the Sindh Assem-
bly and neither the government at
the centre, nor in Sindh is in any
dire need of support from another
party.

Today’s development follows
recent statements from PPP lead-
ers Manzoor Wassan and Rehman
Malik on MQM’s likely inclusion
in the provincial cabinet.

PPP, MQM power-sharing
talks in decisive phase

 The United States expressed con-
cern on Friday about the Sri Lan-
kan government's arrest of two
human rights activists this week
and about an overall "deteriorating
human rights situation" in the is-
land nation.

Ruki Fernando, a human rights
adviser, and Praveen Mahesahn, a
pastor and director of a rights
group, were arrested, Sri Lanka's
military said on Monday, under an
anti-terrorism law that was used
to crush Tamil Tiger rebels during
the final phase of a quarter-centu-
ry long war.

U.S. State Department spokes-
woman Jen Psaki said it was "en-
couraging" that the two have since
been released but added that they
continue to face harassment by Sri
Lankan security forces.

Their arrest came amid inter-
national pressure on Sri Lanka to
address allegations that tens of
thousands of civilians were killed
by the army in the final weeks of
the war in 2009. Many more peo-
ple are still missing.

"It is disturbing that the gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka has taken
punitive measures against its own
brave citizens who have devoted
their careers and lives to investi-
gating alleged human rights abuses
by both sides during Sri Lanka's
long and brutal civil conflict," Psa-
ki said in a statement.

"These detentions and the con-
tinued harassment of those who
support the quest for reconcilia-
tion and accountability send a chill-

ing effect across Sri Lanka's vibrant
civil society, and undermine Sri
Lanka's proud democratic tradi-
tions," Psaki added.

Residents living in the former
northern war zone where the two
men were arrested said the pair had
been gathering information on the
circumstances surrounding the ear-
lier arrest of an ethnic Tamil wom-
an who had protested about the
fate of her missing rebel son.

Psaki said the United States is
"concerned by intensifying pres-
sure on Sri Lankan civil society and
human rights activists" and "espe-
cially concerned" by the detention

of Fernando and Mahesahn.
She also cited reports that ad-

ditional rights groups were being
targeted for investigation by secu-
rity forces.

The United States has called
for a resolution at the U.N. Hu-
man Rights Council to investigate
"past abuses and to examine more
recent attacks on journalists, hu-
man rights defenders and religious
minorities."

Psaki said, "We are undertak-
ing this action due to our support
for the Sri Lankan people and
strong concerns about the deterio-
rating human rights situation in Sri

US expresses concern on
Sri Lanka’s arrest of rights activists

DHAKA, BANGLADESH One
woman wears oversized sunglass-
es and gossamer veils; the other
favors print patterns and thin spec-
tacles. Their nickname is the “bat-
tling begums,” a reference to their
positions as Muslim women of
stature.  On Wednesday, the polit-
ical rivalry between these two
women who have alternated run-
ning Bangladesh for the past 20
years, flared again. A Dhaka court
brought corruption charges against
former prime minister Khaleda
Zia. She is accused of embezzling
$670,000 that was intended for a
charity while she was prime min-
ister in 2001-06.   Ms. Zia con-
tends that the charges – which could
send her to jail for life – are polit-
ically motivated and stem from her
rival, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na. The indictment follows a se-
ries of legal cases in the past year
against opposition politicians that
outside organizations have called
biased. Zia’s trial is set for April
21. RECOMMENDED: Think
you know Asia? Take our geogra-
phy quiz. While rivalries are the
lifeblood of politics the world over,
the relationship between Zia and
Ms. Hasina is distinct in its level
of animosity and its endurance.
The pair is a rare example of a
country where both the ruling and
opposition leaders are women, and
have been for decades. Yet rather
than serving as a model for women

in government, their years in pow-
er are cited as a roadblock to eco-
nomic progress.

Economic growth decelerated
in Bangladesh in 2013 for the sec-
ond year in a row due in part to
"disruptions caused by political
strife" and "deepening political
tensions," according to a fall World
Bank report.

January elections were preced-
ed by protests that killed 200 and
diminished garment industry ex-
ports due to blocked roads and
ports.  sProminent female politi-
cians are not rare in Southeast Asia
where the tradition of family dy-
nasties is deep. Many women have
stepped into the top position af-
ter the passing of their male fami-
ly members. Indira and Sonia Gan-
dhi are examples in India; Benazir
Bhutto in Pakistan.

In Bangladesh too, both Zia
and Hasina rose to power as a re-
sult of their family connections.
Zia is the widow of former presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman, a key general
in the 1971 war for independence
from Pakistan, and Hasina is the
daughter of the country’s first lead-
er.

Both male leaders were assas-
sinated and the women, house-
wives at the time, were recruited
into politics. Adding fuel to the ri-
valry are suspicions from both
sides that the other was somehow
involved in the assassinations.

Are ‘battling
begums’ keeping

Bangladesh back? There is no doubt that the devel-
opment of the Tibet autonomous
region bears a direct influence on
Nepal's domestic situation and for-
eign affairs. Nepal shares a 1,400-
kilometer border with the autono-
mous region and the development
and stability of Tibet is an impor-
tant theme in relations between
Nepal and China. In recent years,
Nepal has suffered heavily from
the political turbulence and thus it
hopes all the more to see econom-
ic prosperity and social harmony
and stability in China's Tibet. This
serves as a necessary external pre-
condition for Nepal's own devel-
opment. Nepal has made the com-
mitment that it will not allow any
anti-China activities within its ter-
ritory. People may not realize that
the harmony and stability of the
autonomous region are of crucial
importance to Nepal, as any tur-
bulence can rapidly extend across
the Himalayas to Nepal, while Ti-
bet's stability and development
will surely benefit Nepal.

This decides Nepal's long-cher-
ished stance on issues related with
Tibet and it has worked hard to
develop and maintain friendly ties
with the autonomous region and
on the basis of this maintain mu-
tual trust with the rest of China.

Nepal has long connections
with Tibet. As early as 1768, when
the Nepalese king united the na-
tion, Kathmandu was already
linked to Lhasa by a trade route.

Since then, both sides have
maintained frequent personnel ex-
changes and their cultures and reli-

gions have continually influenced
each other. Via this channel, Nepal
has also established close links
with the rest of China.

However, Western countries
have long been intent on interven-
ing in Tibet, and it is an important
geopolitical topic in the interna-
tional arena. On Feb 19, Zhu
Weiqun, director of the Commit-
tee for Ethnic and Religious Af-
fairs of the National Committee of
the Chinese People's Political Con-
sultative Conference, released an
article analyzing why Western
countries try to make trouble for
China over Tibet. He said China's
fast development since the launch
of its reform and opening-up pol-
icy has caught the West in a dilem-
ma. On the one hand, countries are
trying to benefit by improving their
relations with China. On the other
hand, they fear and worry that
China will break the long-standing
Western-dominated international
rules and pattern of interests.

The article, which contains his
dialogues with important political
figures and scholars from various
countries, including his sharp ar-
gument with European Union of-
ficials in Brussels in 2012, called
on the international community to
take history as a mirror.

"How many foreigners take
into consideration China's 100
years of humiliation, when China
was the victim of the barbaric ag-
gression by imperialist powers and
its sovereignty broke apart. Chi-
nese people will never let that hu-
miliation be repeated," he wrote.

Nepal supports China
for stable border
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